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Introduction 
 
My mother’s mother, Frances (Fanny) Neale, whom I always 

referred to as ‘Nanna’ or ‘Nan’, was my favourite grand-
mother, probably because we lived with her, so she was 

always around. My relationship with my father’s mother, 

Alice Ball (née Stenson), my ‘Grandma Ball’, was more 

distant, both geographically and emotionally. 

Grandma Ball lived in Ivy Road, Handsworth, a good half-

hour’s walk away from our home in Markby Road, Winson 
Green—even more when Dad decided to go via Handsworth 

Park so I could ride my tricycle there. He would take me to 

see Grandma on Sunday mornings, but only if the weather 

was fine. Grandma very rarely visited us at Markby Road: 

just a single short visit at Christmastime is all I recall. Her 

health was poor and there was no convenient bus service 

between Ivy Road and Markby Road. Consequently, I did not 

know Grandma very well, and nor did she know me. Visits to 

see Grandma were rather stressful occasions. My relationship 

with Dad’s sister, my Auntie Alice, was also rather strained 

when I was young, but things improved later, after she and 

her husband left Birmingham and moved to Wales. 

Thus, as a boy, I knew little about the Stenson side of the 

family. Nor did I care. Apart from Grandma, the only 

member of the Stenson family that I recall was Dad’s cousin 

Eric Stenson who was a partner (with Sidney Lilley) in a 

motor car dealership in Osler Street, off Icknield Port Road 
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near Edgbaston Reservoir. Although I don’t believe I ever 

met Eric face-to-face I do remember Mom or Dad pointing 

out Lilley and Stenson’s garage (see next page), probably 

from the 95 bus that travelled up Icknield Port Road. 

So the Stensons were a bit of a 

mystery to me when I was 

young, and it was only in the late 

1970s, when I began to develop 

an interest in family history, that 

I became curious about this 

branch of the family. From the 

1970s until her death in 2000, 

my mother gave me a great deal 

of information about the Sten-

sons, to which I have added my 

own discoveries made over the 

past fifty years. 

The story of the Stenson branch of my family that follows is 

set out in reverse chronological order. The first chapter 

describes Grandma Ball and her family, while each 

subsequent chapter focuses on a different, earlier, generation. 

 
John Ball 

Brecon 
August 2018 

  

Former premises of Lilley & 
Stenson’s in Osler Street, off 

Icknield Port Road (1964) 
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Alice Stenson in 
1947, aged 72 

Alice Stenson: 
aged about 20 

Chapter 1 

Alice STENSON 
(1875-1957) 

Alice Stenson was born in 1875 in a 
back-street court in the Ladywood district 

of inner Birmingham. She was one of the 

ten children of Jane Stenson (née Hughes) 

and Charles Lacy Stenson. 

By 1881, when she was six, Alice and her 

immediate family had moved to an 

address at the back of 84 Warstone Lane in Birmingham's 

famous jewellery quarter. In fact, most of the Stensons of 

working age were employed in the jewellery or related 

industries: jewellers, gem setters, fine art metal workers, glass 

cutters, rule makers, rule framers, and so on. 

By the time she was sixteen, Alice and her parents were 

living in Ford Street, Hockley (Birmingham), quite close to 

Soho Wharf, home of the Ball family 

including Frank Ball who five years later 

would become Alice’s husband. The 1891 

census (over page) describes Alice as a 

pencil case maker. 

The Stenson family in the 1881 Census. Alice, aged six, is outlined in red. 
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Alice Stenson and Frank Ball must have met in the 

because in March 1896, a few weeks after her 

birthday, Alice married the tall slim 28-year-old Frank

railway porter working at New Street Station. Th

St Asaph's, an Anglican church on the corner of Great Col

more Street and Latimer Street. Alice was then 

Latimer Street, just down the road from the church

address was 34 court 2 house in the same street

mony was witnessed by Alice's older 

brother Frank and younger sister Ada. 

Frank Ball was a kindly but stern-faced 

man, with an imposing moustache. A 

family photograph (right) taken in the 

1920s, when he was in his early fifties, 

shows that by then his hair was 

noticeably receding. 

The newly married couple set up home not far from Latimer 

Street at back of 128 Holloway Head, and a

December 1896 Alice gave birth to their first child, Frank 

The Stenson family in the 1891 Census. Alice was then aged 16.

St Asaph’s parish register entry for Alice Stenson’s marriage  

Alice Stenson and Frank Ball must have met in the mid 1890s 

a few weeks after her twenty-first 

old Frank Ball, a 

working at New Street Station. They married at 

hurch on the corner of Great Col-

was then living at 46 

from the church; Frank’s 

in the same street. The cere-

not far from Latimer 

128 Holloway Head, and at the end of 

r first child, Frank 

aged 16. 

 to Frank Ball. 
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Leonard and Alice (aged 

five and two) in 1902. 

Leonard. He was christened at St Asaph’s a month later, on 

31 January 1897. He was named Frank after his father, but 

why his parents chose Leonard as his second name remains a 

mystery. To avoid confusion, his family and close friends 

always called him Leonard but everyone else seemed to know 

him as Frank. 

In 1898, Alice’s mother Jane died of pneumonia in Birm-
ingham General Hospital. She was fifty-eight years old and 

the pneumonia was a consequence of a tragic accident that 

took place only a few yards away from the Stenson family 

home in Garbett Street. At the subsequent inquest the Coroner 

concluded that Mrs Stenson’s addiction to drink had 

contributed to her death. 

Two years later, in May 1900, Alice 

and Frank’s second child, Alice 

Victoria was born, after the Ball 

family had moved to 11 Bellefield 

Avenue, off Bellefield Road in the 

Winson Green district of Birmingham. 

Bellefield Road was then a fairly new 

residential development, built on the 

site of Bellefield House on the north 

side of Dudley Road. The baby girl 

was christened in June 1900 at Christ 

Church, Summerfield, and named 

Alice after her mother, and Victoria 

after the Queen, then in the sixty-third 
year of her reign.1 

                                                           
1  This narrative employs both of Alice’s forenames only where 
confusion with her mother Alice Ball née Stenson is likely. 
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Despite Frank and Alice marrying and christening their 

children in Church of England establishments, they do not 

seem to have had a strong affiliation to Anglicanism. They 

raised both of their children as Methodists, members of the 

newly built Villa Road Church, opened by the Methodist New 

Connexion in 1900. As a child, their daughter Alice joined 

the Band of Hope, a temperance organisation for children 
under sixteen.2 

The Balls did not stay long at the Bellefield Avenue address. 

Within a year they had moved a few hundred yards north to 

Cuthbert Road, where they occupied number nineteen. It was 

while at Cuthbert Road that their son Leonard began his 

education at the local school on the corner of Dudley Road 

and Winson Green Road. However, he left Dudley Road 

School in July 1905 when the family had to abandon the 

Cuthbert Road house after it became infested with 

cockroaches. The family moved to Boulton Road, Hands-

worth and eight-year-old Leonard transferred his education to 

Boulton Road School where he remained until he finally left 

school at Christmas 1910, just before his fourteenth birthday. 

The Headmaster, H R Sheppard, wrote that Leonard was 

‘...specially good in drawing, including light & shade, design 

& painting’. 

For the next six months, Leonard attended evening and day 

classes at the School of Art of Handsworth Technical School. 

He finished at the School of Art at the end of June 1911 aged 

fourteen. The Principal, Alfred Shuttleworth, wrote that 

                                                           
2
  As will be described later, several members of the Stenson family 

had suffered badly from excessive alcohol consumption, resulting in 
a rift between those who drank and those who abstained. Unlike her 
parents and several of her siblings, Alice Stenson did not drink. 
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Leonard ‘...has made very good progress during that time; he 

works steadily & well, & is punctual & uses his intelligence 

whilst at work’. Leonard also received a certificate from The 

Midland Counties Union of Educational Institutions con-

firming that he had passed an examination in brush drawing 

in the first class at elementary level. 

Leonard obtained his first job at John Hardman & Co.3 on 
Newhall Hill in the 

Birmingham Jewellery 

Quarter (see advertise-

ment). But it was at this 

time that he began to 

develop an interest in 

running his own comm-

ercial art business. By 

1913, when he was 

sixteen years old, he was 

working on his own, 

renting a studio on Soho Road, Handsworth, designing and 

producing posters and tickets for local shops, churches and 

other organisations. A sketch book that has survived from this 

period demonstrates that he was also interested in ladies 

                                                           
3
  John Hardman was one of the pioneers of the stained glass revival 

of the nineteenth century. His Birmingham-based operation started 
out as an ecclesiastical metal works, but, at the suggestion of AWN 
Pugin, the business expanded into glass manufacture in 1845. Pugin 
designed for the firm until his death in 1852 when this role passed 
onto his nephew John Hardman Powell. Able to move on from the 
Victorian and Edwardian Gothic Revival styles, the firm survived 
and continued into the first years of the twenty-first century, led by 
the designer David Williams. The firm was renamed John Hardman 
Studios in about 1939. 

Advertisement for John Hardman & Co., 
dated 1876 
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fashion design. Leonard continued earning a fairly meagre 

living in this way until 1916 when, despite the protestations 

of his mother, he was conscripted into the army to play his 

part in the Great War of 1914-1918. Thus war service called a 

temporary halt to his ambitions in commercial art! After 

undergoing six months basic training, mostly at Fort Widley, 

near Southsea, Portsmouth, Leonard was posted overseas to 
Mesopotamia (now Iraq). He was not to return home until 

March 1919. 

What about Leonard’s sister Alice 

Victoria? Being three years younger 

than he, she started school in 1906 

after the family had moved to Boulton 

Road. She most likely attended 

Boulton Road School, as did her 

brother, but no records have been 

found to confirm this. As a child she 

suffered rheumatic fever, which 

permanently damaged her heart. As a 

young adult, Alice had a pleasing 

contralto singing voice, and Millicent 

Reading, a friend, benefactor, and 

fellow member of Villa Road Methodist Church, paid for her 

to receive professional singing lessons from a Miss Annie 

Paviour LRAM, of Soho Hill, Handsworth. Despite Miss 

Paviour’s efforts, Alice’s respiratory problems prevented her 
from ever developing her voice fully.4 

                                                           
4
  The lives of Alice, her brother and her mother were plagued by 

asthma, chronic bronchitis and emphysema, leading eventually to 
heart problems. Leonard’s chest problems were exacerbated by a 
lifetime of cigarette smoking. 
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Frank Ball working as a porter at New Street 
Station in the 1920s (photographer 

unknown). 

Alice Ball (née Stenson) 
photographed in the 1920s in 
the back yard of 25 Holliday 

Road. 

Meanwhile Frank Ball, the head of the family, continued 

working as a railway porter. For many years he was 

employed by the London Midland and Scottish (LMS) 

Railway Company at New Street Station, Birmingham, where 

he loaded and 

unloaded goods from 

the wagons (see left), 
and helped passengers 

with their luggage. 

During his work, 

Frank built up a 

regular clientele of 

commercial travellers 

(sales reps) whom he 

would meet from the 

train. 

Following a strike (possibly the General Strike of 1926), he 

decided to work independently of 

the railway company, and for the 

rest of his working life he portered 

for his regulars, carrying their 

baggage between the railway 

station and their hotels. He 

eventually retired in the 1930s 

when in his late sixties. 

It seems the Ball family never 

stayed long in any of their 

residences. By the end of the 

Great War they had moved from 



10 

Scoutmaster Leonard 
Ball and Cub-mistress 
Mona Neale at Yorks 
Wood camp (1920s). 

Mary Road to 25 Holliday Road, a residential street off the 

south side of Soho Road, Handsworth, the main route (A41) 

from Birmingham to Holyhead.  

They were still at this address in 1927, but by 1930 they had 

moved again to 285 Rookery Road, also in Handsworth. In 

the early 1930s, with financial support from family friend 

Mrs Millicent Fletcher (née Reading), Alice and Frank set up 
a haberdashery business based at their home. Their two 

children, both single, still lived with them at Rookery Road: 

daughter Alice helped with the haberdashery business while 

son Leonard was renting a studio-cum-office above an estate 

agent’s and solicitor’s at 57 Soho Road and later in an 

outbuilding on Waverhill Road behind the ironmonger’s at 

147 Soho Road. He employed Mona Neale, his wife-to-be as 

his book-keeper and secretary. Mona’s first contact with the 

Ball/Stenson family was at Villa Road Methodist Church, 

Handsworth in 1917, when she met Mrs Alice Ball (her future 

mother-in-law) who was doing cleaning, and Alice Victoria 

(her future sister-in-law). Leonard was then three thousand 

miles away in Mesopotamia. 

After being demobbed in March 1919, Leonard returned to 

his role as scoutmaster of a troop of boy 

scouts in Handsworth. His sister Alice 

been running the troop for him while he 

was away, but now he struck up a 

friendship with Mona Neale who was a 

cub-mistress. They went on scout camps 

together: he in charge of the scouts, and 

she the cubs. 

In 1936 Leonard’s 

mother suggested he 
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View from window of 
Leonard’s 2nd floor 
studio above the 
Wool Shop in 1937 

Frank Ball in 1939 
with  his wife and 

daughter, both 
named Alice. 

rent a three-storey property that had become vacant at 203 

Soho Road. The ground floor was a shop, the first floor was 

used for stock and the top floor had 

potential as a studio for Leonard. Alice 

and Frank lent Leonard and Mona some 

of their stock and put them in touch with 

their suppliers until they were properly 
established in The Wool Shop as it was 

known. Mona Neale managed the shop, 

while Leonard worked on his com-

mercial art business upstairs. 

Leonard remained living with his parents 

and sister Alice Victoria until the spring 

of 1939 when, after a twenty year 

courtship, he married Mona Neale. Their 

initial plan had been to live above their 

shop on Soho Road, but the adjacent 

property at the top of Nineveh Road was occupied by the 

Sandwell Motor Com-pany Limited, a 

taxi, wedding car and motor coach 

garage. For health and safety reasons, 

Mona and Leonard could not get 

permission to live above the shop so they 

had little choice but to set up home at 30 

Markby Road, Winson Green, where 

Mona and her mother Frances (‘Fanny’) 
Neale had lived since 1920. Mona’s 

father had died in tragic circumstances in 

1922. Leonard’s sister Alice took over 

the day-to-day running of the Wool Shop and soon renamed it 

Alicia. 
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Meanwhile, by 1940 the health of Frank Ball (Leonard’s 

father) had begun to decline owing to cancer of the prostate 

gland. His son Leonard’s marriage certificate recorded 

Frank’s occupation as railway porter even though he was then 

seventy-one, well over the normal retirement age. He 

appeared reasonably healthy on Mona and Leonard’s group 

wedding photograph (previous page) taken on the steps of 
Bishop Latimer’s Church in April 1939. However, his 

prostate condition caused him considerable pain, which, 

according to the family, ‘turned his mind’. Perhaps a more 

likely explanation is that Frank’s irrational behaviour was the 

result of the spread of cancer to his brain. Regardless of the 

reason, his mental state led in 1942 to his admission to 

Highcroft Hall Asylum in Erdington, Birmingham, where he 

died the following year, aged seventy-five. He was buried in 

the Ball family grave at Handsworth Cemetery. 

In the 1940s, in the days leading up to Christmas, Mona and 

Leonard would help out in the Wool Shop—and take their 

young son John with them. John was fascinated by the 

contents of the stockroom upstairs: colourful reels of cotton, 

Silko embroidery threads, skeins of wool, drawers and 

drawers full of buttons, etc. The staircase was very steep, 

winding and rickety, and the wooden floors were uneven and 

creaked when stepped upon. A small window on a stairway 

half landing overlooked Sandwell’s motor coach garage at the 

top of Nineveh Road. Just outside the window, a rather 
stunted tree struggled to survive. It was said to be a tea plant: 

maybe John thought this was why his Grandma’s tea was so 

awful! 

On Sunday mornings in the mid to late 1940s while Mona 

and her mother were cooking Sunday dinner at Markby Road, 
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Leonard would take their young son to see his grandma at 12 

Ivy Road. It was less than a mile from Markby Road but 

Leonard would make a detour through Handsworth Park on 

the way there, which almost doubled the distance. Number 12 

was an imposing semi-detached corner property at the 

junction of Ivy Road and 

Whitehall Road in 
Handsworth. It was named 

"The Gables". It must have 

seemed enormous to a 

five- or six-year-old com-

pared with the cosy little 

two-up-two-down terraced 

house in Markby Road. 

The Gables was a three 

storey building with a 

front entrance leading to a 

long hallway, and a side 

entrance originally inten-ded for domestic staff. 

There was also a door leading from the kitchen 

through a utility area into the large back garden, 

and a door leading out into the garden from 

what was referred to as the breakfast room. 

There was a candlestick style telephone in the 

hall (right): to many people, phones were 

considered ‘posh’ in those days! 

In her later years, Alice Ball (née Stenson) had a rather thin 

chesty voice but a strong Birmingham accent; she pronounced 

buses ‘buzzes’. She and her daughter did most of their 

shopping on the Soho Road, locally referred to as ‘the main 

road’. They obtained groceries at Preston’s run by Arthur 

Preston, a rather portly man with a strong deep voice. Arthur 
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Below: Group photo taken at Frank and Alice Penney’s wedding in 1953. 

Left to right: John Ball (13), Frank Stenson and wife Nellie, Arthur Preston (best 
man), Frank Penney, Richard Ball (6), Alice Penney (née Ball), Leonard Ball, 

Gladys Smith (maid of honour), Alice Ball (née Stenson), Mona Ball 

was best man at Frank Penney’s wedding in 1957. In the 

1940s, Alice Ball and her daughter kept two pets: Billy the 

budgerigar and Mickey, an ageing overweight and rather 

smelly corgi. When Mickey died, they replaced him with 

another mongrel, also called Mickey. Billy the budgie had 

several reincarnations, all of whom lived most of their lives in 

a cage in the breakfast room overlooking the garden, but they 

would sometimes be released from their cage and allowed to 

fly around the room. The budgies could utter simple phrases 

such as ‘Hello Billy’, ‘Silly Billy’, and ‘Pretty Billy’, all 

spoken with the same Brummie accent as their owners. 

Under the big wooden dining table in the living room the Ball 

family kept several hand-operated button presses with which 
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they press-assembled buttons to sell in the shop, using metal 

components covered with fabric. These presses made 

wonderful playthings for Leonard’s young son John who 

would spend hours spinning the handle and making the screw 

press move up and down—a rather risky pastime as there 

were no safety guards on the machines! Then Alice would 

make a pot of tea, which was always far too strong (or 
‘strung’ as she would say) for John. She rarely used a tea 

strainer so there were always horrible tea leaves in the bottom 

of the cup. A mouthful of tea leaves was even worse than the 

tea itself! 

In 1953, much to Alice senior’s disgust, her daughter, then 

aged fifty-three, married widower Frank Penney, chiropodist 

and masseur. By this 

time, Alice, now 

approaching her eighties, 

was suffering badly from 

chest and heart problems 

and swollen legs. Her 

daughter, assisted by her 

friend Dorothy, a single 

lady of about the same 

age, continued to run the 

haber-dashery shop until 

Alice’s death in 1957, aged eighty-two. Alice was buried in 

the family grave  at Hands-worth Cemetery, Birming-ham, 
with her husband Frank Ball. Just four years later, her son 

Leonard would be buried in the same grave. After Alice’s 

death, Frank and Alice Penney sold both the haberdashery 

business and The Gables at 12 Ivy Road, and retired to a 

stone-built bungalow named Pen-y-Wern (over page) near 
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Pen-y-Wern, photographed by Leonard 
Ball in 1958 

Ciliau Aeron in the depths 

of rural Cardiganshire, 

about five miles inland 

from the coastal resort of 

Aberaeron. 

Life had always been a 

struggle for Alice and her 
Stenson siblings. They 

were raised in a large 

family by parents whose own lives were ruined by poverty, ill 

health, and alcohol. Some of Alice’s siblings’ lives followed 

the same pattern, but Alice herself was strong-willed and 

determined enough not to go down a similar path. Although 

she supported her parents right to the end of their lives, she 

seems to have cut herself off from some of her brothers and 

sisters in order to maintain a respectable life for herself, her 

husband and her two children. But Alice was cursed, 

especially in her old age, with the family’s vulnerability to 

respiratory and heart problems. She is remembered fondly by 

her two grandsons Richard and John, even though they were 

only six and twelve years old when she died and despite the 

fact that she never found it easy to relate to them. 

The full story of Alice Stenson’s own family—her siblings 

and parents—is the topic of the next few chapters. 
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Garbett Street in the 1960s, before its 
demolition as part of a slum clearance project. 

Chapter 2 

Alice Stenson’s siblings 

Alice Stenson was born in March 1875 in the Stenson family 

home at the back of 9 Garbett Street, in the Ladywood district 

of inner Birmingham. 

Sadly perhaps, Gar-

bett Street (left) no 

longer exists. It was 

demolished in the 

1970s as part of a 

slum clearance pro-

ject. Alice’s parents 

were Charles Lacy 

Stenson and Jane 

(née Hughes). She 

had one half-brother, 

five brothers, and 

three sisters. Two of 
the sisters died as 

infants before Alice was born (see descendants’ chart over 

page). By the time of Alice’s birth the Stensons had occupied 

an address in Garbett Street for at least twenty-five years. 

Indeed, members of the Stenson family continued to reside 

there until 1913, a total of over sixty years. 

Alice’s father was Charles Lacy Stenson, a rule-maker, born 

in Birmingham in 1836, the son of William Joseph Stenson 

and Harriet. Her mother was Jane Hughes, a button-maker, 

born near Stourbridge in Worcestershire, and daughter of 

Thomas  Hughes,  pan-maker,  and  Elizabeth  Griffin.    Even  
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before she met her husband-to-be, Jane already had a young 

son, Albert Hughes, but the identity of Albert’s father is a 

mystery. Albert was born in February 1859 at Back of 72 

Garbett Street only a short distance from the Stenson’s family 

home at 9 Garbett Street. He was christened two weeks later 

at St Mark’s Church in Ladywood. On census night in 1861, 

two-year-old Albert was at home in Camden Grove together 
with his 21-year-old unmarried mother Jane, her siblings and 

her widowed mother. 

In February 1863, Jane Hughes married Charles Lacy Stenson 

at All Saints’ Church in Hockley, Birmingham (see above). 

At the time of the marriage, Charles was living in Garbett 

Street and Jane in Cottage Lane. Charles signed the form but 

Jane could only make her mark—a cross. Nor could either of 

the two witnesses sign their names. 

Six months later, Charlie and Jane’s first child was born, a 

son whom they named Charles Lacy Stenson, after his father. 

He was christened on 16 August 1863 at St Mark’s, the local 

church. Their address was 9 Garbett Street, and the father’s 

occupation rule maker 

As the chart on page 18 shows, Charlie and Jane had a total of 

nine children together, two of whom died in infancy. Jane’s 
son Albert Hughes was five years old at the time his mother 

married Charlie and in all subsequent documents Albert’s 
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surname was recorded as Stenson rather than Hughes. From 

1863 onwards he seems to have become an accepted member 

of the Stenson family. But what eventually became of Albert? 

Albert Stenson (formerly Hughes) 1859-1951 

Albert first appears in official documents 

under the surname Stenson in the 1871 

Census record, when he was described as 12 
years old and working as a jeweller’s 

jobber. He was living with his mother Jane, 

stepfather Charlie (a rule framer), and three 

half-brothers: Charles, 8; Robert, 5; and 

James, 2. The address was 3 Back of 78 

Garbett Street. 

What the 1871 census does not show is that 

in April 1868, Albert’s half-sister Harriet Stenson had been 

born, but sadly she died soon after birth. At the time of 

Harriet’s birth the Stenson family was residing at Back of 70 

Garbett Street. 

On 31 March 1873, Albert, then aged 14, was christened as a 

Stenson at St Mark’s, the local parish church. The entry in the 

parish register recorded the address as Back of 79 Garbett 

Street but this is likely to have been the same property as in 

the census two years earlier. The register also stated that 

Albert had been ‘previously baptised’. On the same date in 

March 1873, Albert’s half brothers Frank, James and Charles 

Lacy Stenson were also christened. 

Ten years later, the 1881 Census enumerates the Stenson 

family, including 22-year-old Albert, living at 15 Back of 84 

Warstone Lane, in Birmingham’s jewellery quarter. Albert 

was described as a gold gem setter, and four more children 
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had been added to the family since the previous census: 

Frank, 8; Alice, 6; Ada, 3; and Arthur, nine months. 

On 18 November 1882, at St Mary’s parish church, Kings-

winford, Staffordshire, 23-year-old 

Albert Stenson married Martha Ann 

(Annie) Groom, 18, originally from 

Brierley Hill in Staffordshire. They had 
their first child, Albert Lacy Stenson 

(shown left) in 1885, followed by five 

more children between 1887 and 1900: 

Winifred Florence (1887), Maud Emily 

(1890), Doris (1892), Frank Groom 

(1898), and Mabel (1900). 

The 1891 Census enumerates Albert and his family living at 

153 Albert Road, Handsworth, and the 1901 Census at 117 

Antrobus Road, also in Handsworth. Throughout this period, 

Albert was described as a gold gem setter. In 1903 Albert 

decided to go to the US to visit some of his wife’s relatives. 

He travelled by sea to Montreal, Quebec, Canada and thence 

via Niagara to Buffalo, New York State and from there to 

Pennsylvania, where his wife's sister and her husband were 

living. After a short stay, he returned to Britain. Three years 

later he travelled to Canada again and rented a house on 

Bloor Street West, Toronto, Ontario. At the end of the 

summer of the following year, he sent for the rest of his 

family. He mailed a postcard to his wife Annie from Bathurst 

Street, Toronto, on 27 August 1907, saying that he'd be 

seeing her soon. Annie and five of the children sailed third 

class on the Empress of Ireland, and docked at Quebec in 

September 1907, then travelled by train to Toronto. She 

brought with her a page torn from the family bible on which 
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Albert Stenson, in Canada 
circa 1937. He was then 

about 78 years old. 

she had recorded the births of her children. The bible itself 

was too big and too heavy to take with her to Canada. The 

eldest son, Albert Lacy Stenson, who followed three years 

later, married Lucy Petit in Toronto on 6 August 1910. 

The 1911 Canadian Census recorded Albert, his wife Annie 

and five children at 212 Howland Avenue, Toronto; Albert 

was described as a jeweller. Newly married son Albert Lacey 
(now spelt with an ‘e’) and his wife Lucy were lodging at 912 

Manning Avenue, only a few blocks away from Howland 

Ave. In May 1916, Albert Lacey joined the Canadian 

Overseas Expeditionary Force: his attestation paper recorded 

his occupation as Chauffeur & Financial Agent, his 

complexion fair, eyes blue, and hair fair. He was five foot 

eight inches tall. After the war he returned to Canada on a 

troop ship in 1919, and was awarded the British War Medal 

and the Victory Medal for his part in the campaign. The 1921 

Canada Census records Albert Lacey living with Dora Moran 

as man and wife in Toronto together with two children: two-

year-old Arthur Lacey Stenson and four-month-old Doreen 

Allette Stenson. It seems that on his 

return from the war, Albert aban-

doned his 37-year-old wife Lucy and 

set up home with 23-year-old Dora. 

In 1924, he divorced his wife and 

within two weeks of the divorce he 

married Dora Allette Moran in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. They had at 

least four more children and 

remained together until Albert 

Lacey’s death in Toronto in 1962, 

aged 77. Dora died eleven years 
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later, aged 76. 

Albert Stenson himself had died aged 92 in Toronto in 

October 1951, and his wife Annie (Martha Ann) in May 

1954, aged 90. 

The lives of Alice Stenson’s other siblings will now be 

described, chronologically: 

Charles Lacy Stenson (junior) 1863-1941 

Alice Stenson’s eldest brother Charlie was born at 9 Garbett 

Street in January 1863. Named after his father, he was the 

first child of Charles Lacy Stenson and his wife Jane. The 

following August he was christened at St Mark’s Church, 

Ladywood. 

The 1871 Census recorded him as an eight-year-old scholar, 

living with his family at Back of 78 

Garbett Street, Ladywood. The 1881 

Census entry described him as an 

eighteen-year-old fine art metal worker, 

living with his parents and siblings at 15 

Back of 84 Warstone Lane. In the 1891 

Census, when he was twenty-seven, he 

was still a single man, an electroplate 

fitter, and was boarding at 73 St Mark 

Street, off Summer Hill Road, Lady-

wood, with George Bradbury and his 

wife. George Bradbury was an electro-

plater. 

Charlie married Ellen Margaret Barrett 

in Birmingham in the third quarter of 1898; they had their 

first child, Elsie May, later the same year. 

This Ball/Stenson 
family album photo is 

believed to show 
Charlie Stenson as a 

young man. 
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In the 1990s, 88-year-old Frank Howard Stenson, son of 

Charlie’s younger brother Frank, recalled that his Uncle 

Charlie moved to Sheffield and worked as a silversmith. The 

1901 Census confirmed at least part of Frank’s story. It 

showed Charlie, then aged thirty-six, to be living with his 

wife Ellen and two-year-old daughter Elsie at 26 Gordon 

Road in Ecclesall, Sheffield. Charlie was described as an art 
metal worker. Charlie and his wife and daughter were still in 

Sheffield ten years later: the 1911 Census recorded the family 

at 386 Sharrow Vale Road, near Hunter’s Bar just off 

Ecclesall Road. Charlie, then 48, was still described as an art 

metal worker and in that first decade of the twentieth century 

his wife gave birth to a second child who sadly died young, 

before the 1911 census. Their surviving daughter Elsie 

married Willie Twigg in 1919, and Charlie and his wife lived 

out the rest of their lives in Sheffield. The 1939 Register, 

taken just before the outbreak of the Second World War, 

showed Charlie (then retired) and Ellen still living at 386 

Sharrow Vale Road. Charlie died two years later (in 1941), 

aged 77, but Ellen lived until 1954, when she was 84. Both 

deaths were registered in Sheffield. 

Robert Smailes Stenson 1865-1925 

Alice Stenson’s brother Robert was born in 1865 and 

christened the following year at St Mark's Church, 

Ladywood, although his middle name is recorded erroneously 

as ‘Smiles’. He was named after his father’s brother, Robert 

Smailes Stenson (born 1832). 

In 1871 the census recorded Robert as a five-year-old 

‘scholar’, living with his family at Back of 78 Garbett Street. 

Ten years later he was fifteen and still living with his parents, 

now in Warstone Lane in the Jewellery Quarter. His 
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occupation was ‘jeweller’. But by 1891 Robert had left 

Birmingham and was boarding with a family in Islington, 

London. He was working as an advertising agent. In 1895 

Robert married Clara Louise Riley, a Londoner ten years 

younger than he. The marriage was registered in Islington. 

Within a few weeks of the marriage Clara gave birth to their 

first child, Amelia Jane, and over the next eighteen years 
Robert and Clara had a further five children including, in 

1898, a son whom they named  Robert Smailes Stenson, after 

his father. 

In 1901 Robert was working as a railway goods porter and he 

and his family were living in Clerkenwell. Ten years later the 

family was in Plaistow, where Robert was described as a 

‘canvasser’. Four children were still at home, and the census 

record indicates that Clara had borne a total of eight children, 

three of whom had died. In a telephone conversation in 1992, 

Robert’s nephew Frank Stenson claimed that Robert 

‘...became a green grocer and moved to London’. The move 

to London is clearly correct, but to date no evidence has been 

found to confirm that he was a green grocer. Clara died in 

1923 aged 48, and Robert in 1925 aged 59; both deaths were 

registered in West Ham, London. 

Harriet Stenson 1868-1868 

In April 1868, Charles Lacy Stenson’s wife Jane gave birth to 

their first daughter, whom they named Harriet. She was 

christened at St Mark’s Church, Ladywood on 25 April, but 
Harriet was a sickly child and sadly she died later the same 

year. 
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James (Jim) Stenson 1869-1931 

James Stenson was born only a year 

after his elder sister Harriet, a situation 

not uncommon in those days, but his 

christening was delayed until after his 

fourth birthday. He was christened at 

St Mark’s Church, Ladywood, on 31 
March 1873 together with his younger 

brother Frank. The 1871 Census 

recorded him as two years old, and 

living with his family at Back of  78 

Garbett Street, Ladywood. A decade 

later the 1881 Census recorded his age 

as 12 years, and describes him as a 

scholar, as he was still attending 

school. In August 1888, Jim married 

Ann Maria Baldock at St Barnabas’s 

Church, Birmingham. The marriage 

record described Jim as a ‘gem-setter’, 

and both he and his new wife claimed 

to be twenty years old, although he 

was actually only nineteen. In the 1990s his nephew Frank 

Stenson said his Uncle Jim was a gem-setter by trade and he 

lived in Rookery Road, Handsworth. However, at the time of 

the 1891 Census, Jim and Ann were living at 3 Court, 7 

House, Ryland Street in the Birmingham Jewellery Quarter. 
His occupation was jeweller, and he and Ann had two small 

children: two-year-old Annie May (known as May) and one-

year-old Arthur. Jim and Ann are said to have had another 

child named Florence but this is unconfirmed. Sadly, Jim’s 

wife died early in 1897, aged 28. 

James Stenson as a boy 
(above) and as a young 
man (below). Undated 
photos from the Ball/ 
Stenson family album. 
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Frank Stenson as a 
young man 

(undated photo 
from the 

Ball/Stenson family 
album) 

On 29 May 1898, uncomfortably soon after being widowed, 

James Stenson married again, this time to 26-year-old 

spinster Isabella Anne Price (known as Anne), who 

apparently had been his housekeeper. He was still described 

as a gem-setter, and they were residing at 180 Rookery Road, 

Handsworth. Within two years they had moved a few doors 

along to 174 Rookery Road, and had two children: Aura 
Isabella (in 1899) and Horace Frank (in 1900). By 1911 two 

more children had been added to the family: Archie Albert 

(born 1902) and Howard George (born 1907). Jim Stenson 

died aged 63 in the late spring or early summer of 1931. 

Subsequent electoral registers and the 1939 Register show 

that his widow Anne continued to occupy 174 Rookery Road 

until 1939 when Anne was still living there, and probably 

until her death in June 1940, aged 69. 

Jane Stenson 1871-1871 

In September 1871, Charles and Jane had another addition to 

their growing family. Jane was christened at St Mark’s 

Church, Ladywood on 24 September, but sadly she lived only 

a few days. 

Frank Stenson 1872-1956 

Charles and Jane Stenson’s fourth son, 

Frank, was born in August 1872 at Back 

of 79 Garbett Street, Ladywood. However, 

his christening was delayed until the 

following March, when Charles and Jane 
had four of their children (Frank, James, 

Albert, and Charles Lacy junior) baptised 

in one ceremony at St Mark’s Church. The 

minister noted that he had baptised Albert 
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(aged 14) and Charles (aged 10) previously. The 1891 Census 

described eighteen-year-old Frank as a jeweller, living with 

his parents and three younger siblings at 1 Harborough 

Terrace, Ford Street, Hockley. In 1899, when he was 26 years 

old Frank married 23-year-old Emily Ellen Whitehouse, 

always known as Nellie. A few weeks before the 1901 

Census, Frank and Nellie’s first child, Ida Alice was born. 
The census describes Frank as a ‘Jeweller Gold chain’, and 

the family was living at 3 Wood Green Road, less than a 

hundred yards from Cuthbert Road, where Frank’s younger 

sister Alice and brother-in-law Frank Ball were then living. 

Just before Christmas 1905, Frank and Nellie’s son Frank 

Howard Stenson was born. The 1911 Census showed the 

family, Frank (38), Nellie (35), 

Ida (10), and Frank (5) living at 

29 Ridgeway, Edgbaston. Frank 

described himself as a jewellery 

repairer. Also living with the 

family was Nellie’s 65-year-old 

widowed mother Caroline 

Whitehouse. 

In 1927, Ida Alice married 

Bernard Walton, and in 1934 her 

brother Frank Howard married 

Phyllis Hilda Parish. The 1939 Register entry confirmed that 

Frank and Nellie had remained at 29 Ridgeway for at least 

twenty-eight years. Frank died in 1956, aged 83, and Nellie 

the following year, aged 82. Frank and Nellie’s two children 

both lived to the remarkable age of 94: Ida died in 1995 and 

Frank in 2000. 

  

Frank and Nellie Stenson at his 
niece Alice Ball’s wedding in 
1953. (Photo from the Ball/ 

Stenson family album) 
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Alice Stenson in her late 
teens, photographed at 
the studios of C. Norris, 

139 Dudley Road 

Alice Stenson 
(left) and her 
younger sister 

Ada (right), 
photographed 

circa 1890. 

Alice Stenson 1875-1957 

Alice Stenson herself, born March 

1875, was the third daughter of 

Charles and Jane Stenson. Her birth 

certificate states that she was born at 

Back of 57 Garbett Street, Lady-

wood. By the time she was six, Alice 
and her parents and siblings were 

living at 15 Back of 84 Warstone 

Lane, and a decade later, Alice had 

left school and was working as a 

pencil case maker. She was still 

living with her parents who had 

moved to 1 Harborough Terrace in 

Ford Street, Hockley. 

In March 1896, Alice married Frank Ball at St Asaph’s 

Church in Latimer Street. The rest of Alice’s story was told in 

chapter 1. 

Ada Stenson 1877-1966 

The birth of Alice’s younger sister Ada was registered in 

Birmingham in the third quarter of 1877. She grew up at 

home with her parents and siblings. She had no special bond 

with her elder 

sister Alice, but 

the two girls 

bore such a 



30 

The register book entry for Ada Stenson and Charlie Westwood’s marriage at 
St Cuthbert’s Church, 22 December 1900. The witnesses were Ada’s brother-

in-law Frank Ball, and Charlie’s sister Alice. 

Ada’s husband, Charlie Westwood 
(undated photo from the Ball/ 

Stenson family album) 

striking resemblance to each other that it is sometimes 

difficult to distinguish between them in family photographs. 

At the time of the 1891 Census thirteen-year-old Ada was still 

at school, and living in Harborough Terrace with her parents 

and siblings. In December 1900, at St Cuthbert’s Church, 

Winson Green, 24-year-old Ada, married Charlie Westwood, 

a jeweller, the son of George Westwood, gold beater. Both 
Ada and Charlie gave their address as 11 Bellefield Avenue, 

which was Ada’s parents’ home at the time (see below). 

Almost one year after the wedding, Ada gave birth to a baby 

son, whom they named Arthur Charles Westwood after Ada’s 

brother and her father. The only other child was their son 

Harold George Westwood, born in 1912, by which time Ada 

and Charlie were living at 121 Victoria Road, Handsworth. It 

seems they remained at this address for the 

rest of their lives. Ada’s husband Charlie 

Westwood died aged 87 in 1964, and Ada 

herself died two years later, aged 88, 

apparently the result of falling downstairs. 
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Entry for Arthur’s marriage to Alice Westwood in the St James parish register. 

Arthur Stenson 1880-1934 

Alice Stenson’s younger brother Arthur was born at the 

Stenson family home, 15 Back of 84 Warstone Lane, in July 

1880. His mother Jane died tragically when he was eighteen, 

and by 1901 Arthur was living at 19 St Cuthbert Street with 

his sister Alice, her husband Frank Ball, and their two young 

children. Arthur was working as a silversmith. In 1906 Arthur 
married Alice Westwood at St James Church, Handsworth. 

Witnesses to the marriage were Charlie Westwood and Lily 

May Westwood. Interestingly, Arthur’s new wife Alice 

Westwood, was the sister of Charlie Westwood who had 

married Arthur’s sister Ada six years earlier—a case of 

brother and sister marrying sister and brother. 

In July 1907 Arthur and Alice’s first child, Eric 

Arthur Stenson (right) was born (at 35 Mary Road, 

Handsworth), and five 

years later, in Septem-

ber 1912, after moving the short 

distance to 29 Tew Park Road, a 

second son, Wilfred, was born. 

The family remained at the Tew 

Park Road address for many 
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years, even after Arthur’s death in 1934. Arthur died intestate, 

but letters of administration issued in January 1937 confirm 

that he was a silversmith and show that he left £98 3s 11d to 

Alice, his widow. In 1935, older son Eric married Winifred 

Price and set up home in Walsall Road. By 1939, Alice and 

younger son Wilfred had moved from Tew Park Road to 97 

Duxford Road. Wilfred was described in the 1939 Register as 
a chemical warehouse foreman. Meanwhile Alice’s elder son 

Eric had become a motor mechanic, helping to service motor 

cars. He and his business partner Sidney Lilley were running 

Lilley and Stenson’s garage, a Hillman agency on Ostler 

Street, off Icknield Port Road, near Edgbaston Reservoir. The 

1939 Register described Eric as a motor mechanic and garage 

proprietor. In 1948, Arthur and Alice’s younger son Wilfred 

married Winifred (née Wooles). They set up home with Alice 

at 97 Duxford Road and the three of them were still listed at 

this address in the 1955 electoral register. 

So Alice’s siblings experienced mixed fortunes in their lives. 

Her brothers went into various branches of the jewellery 

trade, married and had children and grandchildren. Her half-

brother (Albert) emigrated and made a successful life for 

himself and his family in Canada. Two of Alice’s three sisters 

died in infancy; while the third one grew up, married, and had 

children and grandchildren. 

The next chapter will focus on Alice Stenson’s parents. 
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Chapter 3 

Alice Stenson’s parents 

Alice Stenson’s parents were Charles (Charlie) Lacy Stenson 

and Jane née Hughes. Charlie Stenson, was born in 

Birmingham in 1836, the son of William Joseph Stenson and 

his wife Harriet née Brookhouse. Jane Hughes, was born near 

Stourbridge in Worcestershire, daughter of Thomas Hughes, 

pan-maker, and Elizabeth née Griffin. 

Charles Lacy Stenson 1836-1913 

William Stenson, Charlie Stenson’s father, died in 1838 aged 

only 42, just over two years after Charlie’s birth, so his son 

was raised by his widowed mother Harriet. The family had 

been living in Pope Street, off Icknield Street on the edge of 

Birmingham’s jewellery quarter. At the time of the 1841 

Pope Street: William and Harriet Stenson and family lived here in the 1830s. 
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Census, six of Harriet Stenson’s ten children were still living 

with her at home, including Charlie, her penultimate child. 

But Charlie Stenson’s story begins in 1836. He was born in 

the Stenson residence in Pope Street on 22 March 1836, and 

christened at St Philip’s Church two weeks later, on 6 April. 

William Joseph Stenson, his father, was described as a 

labourer. Although Charlie was the ninth child in the Stenson 
family, he was only the third son. Until recently, his second 

name, Lacy, has been somewhat of a mystery. One of his 

father’s brothers was also named Charles Lacy Stenson, and 

the name appears several times in later generations of the 

family, sometimes with the spelling variant Lacey. The true 

origin of the name Lacy is revealed in chapter 5. Other 

curious recurring middle names in successive generations of 

the family include: Henley, Hurst/Hirst, and Smailes. 

The Stensons were still living in Pope Street at the time of the 

census held in June 1841. Charlie was then five years old. 

Two of his sisters and three brothers were also still living at 

home and his widowed mother Harriet was described as a 

milk woman. 

A decade later, the family had moved from their Pope Street 

address to 9 Garbett Street in the Ladywood district of inner 

Birmingham. The head of the household, widow Harriet 

Stenson was described as a milk seller. Fifteen-year-old 

Charlie was a rule maker, an occupation he followed for the 

rest of his working life. Rule makers made and calibrated 
rulers for measurement. It is likely that Charlie worked for 

John Rabone & Sons of St Paul’s Square. John Rabone was 

the most well known rule manufacturer in the Birmingham 

jewellery quarter at the time. The notice (next page) was 

published in the London Gazette on 9 May 1851, only one 
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month after the 1851 Census was held. The census records 

that John Rabone employed ten men, nine boys, and three 

women. Ten years later, the family, including 25-year-old 

Charlie the rule maker, still occupied 9 Garbett Street, and 

Harriet was still a milk dealer. 

By 1863, young Charlie was dating 22-year-old Jane Hughes, 

who, in the late 1840s, had moved from Stourbridge, 

Worcestershire to Pope Street in Birmingham with her 

parents and siblings. Her father, Thomas Hughes, was a 

frying pan maker. Jane and Charlie married in February 1863 

at All Saints Church; Jane was living in nearby Cottage Lane. 

Charlie was able to sign his name on the marriage certificate, 

but Jane had to make her mark. The witnesses were Charlie’s 

elder sister Ann, and a William March, both of whom made 

their marks (see parish marriage register entry below). 
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Left: Archive photograph believed in the family to be 
Jane Stenson, née Hughes. If this is so, the photo must 
date from the 1860s. 

When Jane married Charlie Stenson she 

already had a four-year-old son, Albert 

Hughes, by an unknown father. Albert 

Hughes became Albert Stenson after his 

mother’s marriage. Between 1863 and 

1880 Charlie and Jane had nine children 

together, two of whom died in infancy. 

The lives of all the children, including Albert, were described 

in the previous chapter. 

Throughout Charlie’s entire working life his occupation was 

recorded in official documents as either rule maker or rule 

framer and no evidence has come to light to suggest he 

earned a living in any other way. However, in a telephone 

con-versation in July 1994, Charlie’s grandson Frank Howard 

Stenson recounted a family story that Charlie ran his own 

business and later came into some property. Apparently the 

property distracted him so much that he neglected his 

business interests. But there is no hard evidence that Charlie 

Stenson ever owned any property or business. It seems likely 
that Charlie was employed as a rule maker (or rule framer) by 

John Rabone & Son right through from the 1850s until his 

retirement in the 1890s. In the 1850s and ‘60s, the Rabone 

premises were located in St Paul’s Square. Charlie lived in 

Garbett Street, less than ten minutes’ walk away. When the 

Rabone factory moved to Hockley Abbey in the 1870s, 

Charlie and his family, who had been living in Warstone 

Lane, soon followed. They settled in Ford Street, Hockley, 

again less than ten minutes from the Rabone premises. 
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Frank Stenson also related (in 1994) a story that Charlie had a 

reputation for drinking. Frank was only eight years old when 

Charlie died, so he was unable to verify the stories from first-

hand knowledge. 

In 1898 the Stenson family suffered a terrible tragedy. 

Charlie’s wife Jane, then fifty-eight years old, was known by 

her Garbett Street neighbours to have been unwell, suffering 
from a cough, breathlessness, and a pain in her left side. She 

was also known to be desperately addicted to alcohol. At 

eleven o’clock on the evening of Saturday 13th August, a 

neighbour found poor Jane lying on the pavement in Garbett 

Street near to a baker’s shop. Her face was bruised and 

bloody, the result, Jane explained, of falling down in the 

street. She was assisted back to her upstairs room at 9 Garbett 

Street, where her husband found her when he arrived home 

soon after eleven o’clock. 

The following evening Jane was admitted to the General 

Hospital in Steelhouse Lane, Birmingham, suffering from 

contusions to the face, a bruised side, and bronchitis. She was 

later found to have fractured her ribs. Jane died on the 

afternoon of Sunday, 21st August, just eight days after her 

fall. The following day a coroner’s inquest was held at the 

Victoria Law Courts in Corporation Street, where, after 

hearing relevant witness statements, the twelve-man jury 

returned a verdict of accidental death and concluded that Jane 

Stenson’s death was the result of: ‘...pneumonia from 

fractured ribs due to falling against the ground in Garbett 

Street.’ The inquest (next page) was reported in a rather lurid 

fashion in Birmingham’s Daily Mail. 
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Three days after the inquest, Jane was buried in a public 

grave at Warstone Lane Cemetery, Hockley (see burial 

register entry, below). 

So Charlie was now a sixty-two-year-old widower, but he had 

a large family who would surely look after him. 

Comprehensive searches of the 1901 Census fail to locate 

Charles Lacy Stenson living with any of his children or 

grandchildren. Indeed, there is a frustrating absence of 

information on the whereabouts of Charlie Stenson from 1898 

when his wife died, until his appearance in the 1911 census. 

Charlie’s son Arthur named his father on his marriage 

certificate in 1906, and described him as a rule maker, but 

there is no indication of where Charlie was living at that time. 

The records catch up with Charlie in 1911 with the census of 

that year. Even then Charlie proves elusive: his surname on 

the census form was recorded by James Knight, the head of 
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house, as Tipton rather than Stenson, and his occupation is 

’unknown’. 

The final chapter in Charlie’s story describes the circum-

stances of his death in 1913. 

At the time of his death Charlie was still occupying the 

second floor attic at Back of 9 Garbett Street. His health was 

generally good for someone of his age (78), so although he 

had to climb two flights of stairs to access his room, this did 

not pose any problems for him. 

Charlie had a good relationship with his married daughter 

Alice Ball, her husband Frank and their two children Leonard 

and Alice. It was part of Charlie’s routine to have lunch at 

their home (175 Soho Road) every Sunday. However, on 

Sunday 16 November 1913, Charlie failed to show up for 

Sunday lunch. It transpired that he had gone out drinking and 

on his return home just after 10 pm he had fallen while 

carrying a can of soup up to his room and had sustained a 

scalp wound on the back of his head. A policeman was called 

and Charlie was taken by horse ambulance to the General 

Hospital in Steelhouse Lane where his wound was treated. He 

was then sent home. 

The 1911 Census household schedule [detail] for Back of 9 Garbett Street with-
Charles Lacy Stenson erroneously recorded by James Knight as Charles Tipton. 
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See note on page 42 for additional information 
about the letter 

According to Mr and Mrs Thomkins, occupants of the ground 

floor and first floor of Back of 9 Garbett Street, Charlie got 

up as usual the following day and was seen about the house. 

He pulled the bandage off his head and refused to go to 

hospital for further treatment. On Tuesday morning, Mrs 

Thomkins, heard him snoring heavily and sent her husband 

up with a cup of tea but Mr Thomkins could not rouse him. 
Mrs Thomkins informed Charlie’s daughter Alice of her 

father’s accident, and when Alice visited Garbett Street later 

that day she found her father in bed unconscious. Alice called 

in the parish doctor who arranged for Charlie to be moved to 

the infirmary on Dudley Road. Alice visited him in the 

infirmary but he was never able to speak to her. Four days 

later, on 22 November, Alice was informed that her father 

had died without ever regaining consciousness. 

A Coroner’s in-

quest was held at 

2:15 pm on 26 

November at the 

Victoria Law 

Courts in Cor-

poration Street in 

order to deter-

mine the cause of 

death. Isaac Bra-

dley, City Coron-
er presided over 

the inquest, and 

the sixteen man 

jury heard evid-

ence presented 
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by several witnesses including Charlie’s daughter Alice Ball, 

Mr and Mrs Thomkins, PC Charles Parr (who was called 

when Charlie fell downstairs), and Dr D H Russell (Medical 

Officer at Dudley Road Infirmary). Dr Russell’s report to the 

coroner (previous page) clearly states the cause of death: 

After hearing the evidence, the jury reached a verdict of 

accidental death (see below): 

Four days later, on 30 November 1913, Charlie was buried in 

a public grave at Warstone Lane Cemetery, the same grave 

where his wife had been buried fifteen years earlier. 

Both Charles Lacy Stenson and his wife Jane died in tragic 

circumstances. Their deaths were the result of pneumonia 

following a fall caused, at least in part, by drinking alcohol. 

Indeed the family seems to have been torn apart by the effects 

of alcohol. When Charlie and Jane’s children reached 

adulthood, they separated into two factions: those who 

suffered from excessive alcohol consumption and those who 

did not. Communication between the two factions was 

infrequent and sour. 

 Alice herself, and probably her husband Frank were tee-total 

and raised their children to drink responsibly and in 



42 

moderation. Her daughter Alice became a member of the 

Band of Hope temperance group, and throughout his adult life 

her son Leonard never frequented public houses. He drank 

only at home and then only on rare occasions. 

Note about letter to coroner from Dr Russell 

The photocopy of Dr Russell’s letter now held by the 

Birmingham Archives has some handwritten information 
inscribed in pencil across its top left-hand corner (see below): 

The details include three addresses: 

9 Garbett [Street] 

-- Alice 175 Soho Rd 

-- 29 Tew Park Rd Handsworth 

All three addresses refer to residences of members of the 

Stenson family: 

 Charles Lacy Stenson lived at 9 Garbett Street; 

 his daughter Alice Ball (née Stenson) lived at 175 Soho 

Road; 

 Charles Francis Westwood and his wife Ada (née 
Stenson) lived at 29 Tew Park Road. 

The content of the note is interesting in itself, but there is 

another aspect that makes it of special interest to the family: 

the note is written in the distinctive handwriting of Leonard 
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Ball (Charlie’s grandson and Alice’s son) born in 1896 (see 

sample of Leonard’s writing, below). 

But why would Leonard have scribbled some addresses on a 

letter sent by Dr Russell of Dudley Road Infirmary to Isaac 

Bradley, the coroner? Leonard was approaching his 

seventeenth birthday at the time of the inquest. Could his 

mother perhaps have been asked by the coroner to write down 

the addresses? It is unlikely that Alice could read and write 

confidently, so perhaps she volunteered her son to jot down 

the addresses. Whatever the circumstances, we are lucky to 

find this trace of Leonard’s presence on one of the important 

documents presented at the inquest, even though Leonard 

himself was not called upon as a witness. 

A sample of Leonard Ball’s handwriting in his sketch book dating from 1914. 
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Chapter 4 

Alice Stenson’s grandparents, 

aunts and uncles 

Alice Stenson’s paternal grandparents, the parents of Charles 

Lacy Stenson, were William Joseph Stenson and Harriet née 

Brookhouse. 

William Joseph Stenson 1796-1838 

William Joseph Stenson was born in 1796, the eldest child of 

William Stenson and his wife Mary Catherine. and it seems 

he was the only child to have been born in the 18th century. 

We do not know his place of birth with any certainty, but he 

was most likely born in the parish of Aston-on-Trent in 

Derbyshire, where at least three of his younger siblings were 

christened. 

Little is known of William’s early life. He first appears in 

official records in October 1821 when he married Harriet 

Brookhouse at the parish church at Harborne in the Staf-

fordshire part of Birmingham. William was then about 25 

years old, and although the marriage was by the reading of 
banns, the register entry states that the marriage took place 

‘with the consent of parents’. This suggests that Harriet may 

have been under 21, the age of consent, at the time of her 

marriage. As she was born circa 1800, this is quite possible. 

William and Harriet’s first child, Mary Catherine, was born in 

May 1822, only seven months after their marriage. She was 

christened on 3 June 1822 at St Philip’s Church in the centre 

of Birmingham. At this time William was working as a porter 
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and he and Harriet were living in Charlotte Street, 

Birmingham. 

Over the next fifteen years William and Harriet had another 

nine children—four boys and five girls—three of whom died 

in childhood. The youngest child, John Hurst Stenson, was 

born in November 1837. The christening (and burial) records 

show that from 1822 onwards, William worked as a milkman 

and labourer as well as a porter, and that by 1827 the family 

had moved from Charlotte Street to Brearley Street, then 

Cottage Lane, and by 1830 they had settled in Pope Street, off 

Icknield Street on the edge of Birmingham’s jewellery 

quarter. 

The table (right) summarises the 

occupations of William Joseph 

Stenson and the residential 

addresses of his family over the 

period 1822 to 1841. 

William Joseph Stenson died at 

his home, 9 Pope Street, on 22 

October 1838. William was only 

42 years old. His death certi-

ficate states the cause of death as 

‘dropsy’, an obsolete term for 

oedema, a collection of fluid in 

Entry for 3 June 1822 from the baptism register for St Philip’s Church, B’ham. 
The entry records the christening of Mary Catherine, eldest child of William and 

Harriet Stenson. 
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the tissues often associated with congestive heart failure.  

William died less than a year after the birth of his youngest 

child, and his family was raised by their widowed mother 

Harriet. At that time, the family was still living in Pope Street 

and three years later, the 1841 Census showed widow Harriet 

Stenson living with six of her eight surviving children at the 

Pope Street address. 

But William Joseph Stenson had made a will. He signed his 

will in front of two witnesses on 30 August 1838 just two 

months before his death. The witnesses were Harriet Stenson 

(his wife) and Ann Stenson (his sister-in-law, wife of his 

brother Charles Lacy Stenson). In the will he bequeathed to 

his wife ‘the interest or profit of the whole of my estate’ and 

at her decease, the residue of the estate was to be divided 

equally amongst her legitimate children (see below). He also 

appointed as executors his brother Charles Lacy Stenson and 

John Storer (both of Birmingham). The will was proved in 

London in 1843, four years after William’s death. 

 

  
Extract from the last will and testament of William Joseph Stenson. 



48 

William and Harriet’s children (the aunts and uncles 

of Alice Stenson) 

William Joseph Stenson and his wife Harriet had ten children, 

the first born in 1822 and the last in 1837. There were six 

girls and four boys, but three of the girls died in childhood. 

Mary Catherine Stenson 1822-after 1871 

Mary Catherine, named after her father’s mother, was born in 

Birmingham in May 1822, seven months after her parents’ 

marriage, and was christened the following month at St 
Philip’s Church, when her parents were living in Charlotte 

Street, just off the Parade. By the time of the 1841 census, 

Mary, then nineteen years old, was no longer living at home 

with her widowed mother Harriet. Her whereabouts are 

unknown. But in December 1846 she gave birth to a daughter, 

Caroline Stenson. The baby was christened two weeks later, 

on 5 January 1847, at St Philip’s Church. The parish register 

indicates that the father was Charles Stenson, a carpenter, but 

there are no records of a marriage between a Mary Catherine 

Stenson and a Charles bearing the same surname. Is it 

possible Charles was Mary’s uncle—her father’s brother 

Charles Lacy Stenson? He would have been thirty-four years 

old at the time, and he was indeed a carpenter. Or was the 

baby’s father a mystery man whose real name will never be 

known? The parish register records the parents’ abode as 

Wharstone Lane (sic), presumably Warstone Lane in 

Birmingham’s jewellery quarter. 

Mary Catherine gave birth to another child, Henry, in 

September 1849. To complicate matters even further, Henry’s 
father’s name is left blank on the birth certificate, so his 

identity will likely never be known. The child was born at 
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9 Garbett Street, the long-time residence of the Stensons. 

There are no christening records for Henry. 

Both of Mary’s children appear in the 1851 Census living at 9 

Garbett Street in a household headed by widow Harriet 

Stenson. The relationship of Mary’s children to Harriet is not 

specified despite the fact that they were her grandchildren. 

However, the 1861 Census is more informative: Mary 
Catherine is recorded as Harriet’s unmarried daughter, and 

Caroline and Henry are listed (correctly) as Harriet’s 

grandchildren. 

When, in 1869, Mary Catherine’s daughter Caroline married 

Thomas Payne (railway porter), her father’s name was left 

blank in the parish marriage register entry. This is at variance 

with the claim on Caroline’s christening record that her father 

was Charles Stenson (carpenter). Two years later, the 1871 

Census shows Mary Catherine Stenson as the unmarried head 

of the household at 9 Garbett Street. Her widowed mother 

Harriett, aged sixty-three, was living in the same household, 

while Mary’s daughter Caroline (now Caroline Payne) was 

living nearby at number 2 court, 4 house, Garbett Street. 

Mary Catherine’s son Henry is nowhere to be seen, but an 

item in the local newspaper, Aris’s Birmingham Gazette, 

provides a possible explanation. 

Mary Catherine Stenson was forty-nine years old at the time 

of the 1871 Census. Unfortunately, no census or death record 

has been found for Mary following this date. It is possible she 

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette, 30 July 1870 
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married late in life and died under a different surname, but no 

such marriage record has yet come to light. 

Ann Henley Stenson 1823-1880 

Ann was born on 22 September 1823, but she was not 

christened until four years later, on 27 November 1827 at St 

Philip’s Church in Birmingham. She was christened at the 

same time as two of her younger siblings, William Joseph and 
Sarah. The family’s address in Brearley Street was near its 

intersection with Great Hampton Street. Ann next appears in 

the 1841 Census (below), still living at home in Pope Street. 

Although she was actually nineteen years old, the enumerator 

followed the instruction to round down her age to the nearest 

five, so she was recorded as fifteen rather than nineteen. 

Over the next twenty years the 1851, 1861, and 1871 census 

records show that the Stenson family occupied 9 Garbett 

Street and that Ann, still unmarried, continued living with her 

mother and siblings. She was described in the censuses as a 

(general) servant. 

Ann Henley Stenson never married. She died aged 58 of 

‘apoplexy and paralysis’ (a stroke) on 2 May 1880 at 11 

Court, Stour Street, just around the corner from Garbett 
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Street. Her death was registered the following day by her 

sister Sarah Stenson, present at her death. 

William Joseph Stenson 1825-1858 

Harriet Stenson’s third child was named William Joseph after 

his father. He was born on 20 January 1825, but was not 

christened until 27 November 1827, at St Philip’s Church in 

the same ceremony as his elder sister Ann and his younger 

sister Sarah, when the family was living in Brearley Street. In 

the 1841 Census (see opposite page), William appears with 

his mother and siblings living in Pope Street. He is described 

as a glass-cutter, and his age has been rounded down to 

fifteen years, although he was actually sixteen. The census 

ten years later shows twenty-six-year-old William still living 

at home (then 9 Garbett Street) with the family, and still 

working as a glass-cutter. Sadly William’s death occurred in 

1858. His death certificate (below) shows he died at 9 Garbett 

Street aged only thirty-three; the cause of death—’Disease of 

the Lungs & Stomach, 3 years’. 

Extract from  the 1871 Census, showing 48-year-old unmarried Ann H(enley) 
Stenson living with her elder sister Mary C(atherine), widowed mother Harriet 

and several other siblings. 
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St Mary’s Church and church-
yard, from a 1:2,500-scale Ord-
nance Survey map, published in 
1890. The church was demo-
lished in 1925. 

How William was related to the Emma Stenson on his death 

certificate, who witnessed his death, is still a mystery. 

Sarah Stenson 1826-1901 

Harriet and William Joseph Stenson’s fourth child, Sarah, 

was born on 22 December 1826. Eleven months later she was 

christened (27 November 1827) in a ceremony with two of 

her younger siblings at St Philip’s Church. She is counted 
with her mother Harriet in census records from 1841 through 

to 1871. In 1881 her description is as a 54-year-old unmarried 

boarder, at ‘11 house 13 court Barr Street’ with her niece 

Caroline Payne. Sarah’s occupation as a ‘carder’, was 

probably in the button-making industry. By 1891 she was still 

living with her niece but at a new address: 16 Warstone 

Terrace, Warstone Lane. Her description as widowed mother 

of forty-year-old William, head of the household, is obviously 

incorrect. Sarah was unmarried, and William was illegitimate. 

Not much had changed by the 1901 Census except the 

address: ‘4 house, Back of 84 Pope Street’. Sarah was again 

described as the widowed mother of the head of the 

household, William Stenson. Almost six months later Sarah 

died. She was almost seventy-five. 
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Entry for Robert Smailes Stenson in the St Philip’s parish baptism register. The 
entry is dated 27 September 1832. 

Eliza Stenson 1828-1830 

The fifth child Eliza was born 17 December 1828 in Cottage 

Lane (later named Summer Hill Street), and christened 3 

January 1829 at St Philip’s Church.  Unfortunately, poor 

Eliza lived only twenty-one months. She was interred on 9 

September 1830 in the churchyard at St Mary’s in Whittall 

Street (see opposite), in the parish of St Martin. 

Harriet Stenson 1830-1834 

The next child, another daughter, was named after her 

mother. Baby Harriet was born on 24 October 1830 at her 

parents’ home in Pope Street. She was christened two weeks 

later at St Philip’s Church, but little Harriet did not survive 

childhood. She died in early September 1834 a few weeks 

before her fifth birthday and like her sister Eliza, she was 

buried at St Mary’s Church, Whittall Street. The entry in the 

parish burial register states that the family’s abode was in 

Bow Street, but although there was a Bow Street not far 

away, the stated address may have been the result of the 

parish clerk or minister mishearing the words ‘Pope Street’. 

Robert Smailes Stenson 1832-1884 

After the births of three daughters, Harriet and William 

Joseph Stenson’s next child was a boy. They named him 

Robert Smailes Stenson, presumably after his uncle, one of 
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Parish register entry for Robert Smailes Stenson’s marriage on 19 March 1863 
to Mary Ann Gwin. 

William Joseph’s younger brothers. Robert was born on 14 

September 1832 at the family home in Pope Street, and 

christened two weeks later at St Philip’s Church (see previous 

page). 

Nine-year-old Robert was recorded with his mother and 

siblings in Pope Street in the 1841 Census, and with the same 

family at 9 Garbett Street in the 1851 and 1861 censuses. He 
was described as ‘rule maker’ in both of these censuses. 

In March 1863, Robert married Mary Ann Gwin, daughter of 

George Gwin (gardener), at St Bartholomew’s Parish Church, 

Edgbaston. By this time Robert was working as a telegraph 

linesman. 

The 1871 Census shows Robert and Mary living at 8 

Anderton Place, Summer Hill Street, only a stone’s throw 

from Garbett Street. Robert described himself as a rule maker 

and he and his wife had no children. By 1881, Robert and 

Mary Ann had moved back to the long-time Stenson family 

home at 9 Garbett Street. They had no children, but had taken 

in two boarders. Robert was still working as a rule maker and 

Mary was a laundress. Robert died three years later, on 11 

August 1884, one month before his fifty-second birthday. He 

was buried in Warstone Lane Cemetery. In 1903, nineteen 
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years after Robert’s death, probate on his effects (£136 14s.) 

was awarded to William Taylor, warehouseman. 

Maria Stenson 1834-1835 

Harriet was in her mid thirties when she gave birth to her next 

child—Maria Stenson—on 27 September 1834, while the 

family was living in Pope Street. Maria was christened two 

weeks later (on 9 October). She survived for less than a year. 
She died aged ten months in August 1835 and was buried on 

25 August in the graveyard of St Mary’s Church, Whittall 

Street. 

Charles Lacy Stenson 1836-1913 

Charles Lacy was named after William Joseph Stenson’s 

younger brother. Chapter 3 describes his life in detail. 

John Hurst Stenson 1837-1906 

Harriet and William Joseph Stenson’s tenth and last child was 

born in Pope Street on 19 November 1837. Two weeks later, 

in December 1837, he was christened John Hurst Stenson, 

after his father’s younger brother. In official records he first 

appears as a three-year-old boy living in Pope Street with his 

widowed mother Harriet and his siblings. In 1851, still with 

the family, he was described as a thirteen-year-old scholar, 

meaning that he was attending school. In August 1859, John 

married Martha Morgan daughter of warehouseman Henry 

Morgan of Broad Street, Birmingham (according to the 1851 

Census Martha and her parents and siblings were born in 

Birmingham). Two years later, the 1861 Census listed John 
and Martha lodging with a William and Caroline Bryan at 

216 Ledsam Street, not far from Garbett Street. By 1871, 

John and Martha had moved to 1 Waterloo Cottages, Bridge 
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Street, just off Broad Street. The census recorded both their 

ages as thirty-three, and John’s occupation as ‘shop-keeper’. 

The 1881 Census entry raises a question: it shows John 

boarding at 11 house, 13 court, Barr Street with his niece 

Caroline Payne (née Stenson). His age was said to be forty-

three, and his occupation ‘artisan engraver’. There was no 

sign of his wife, yet the census described him as ‘married’ 
rather than ‘widowed’. Exhaustive searches of the census fail 

to find his wife Martha Stenson, and there is no entry for her 

death in the General Register Office index. 

Ten years later, in 1891, John was still living with his niece 

Caroline and her husband, but they were all at the home of 

forty-year-old William Stenson, a stone cleaner. The plot 

thickens! Although the census recorded John as the brother of 

William, he was actually the brother of William’s mother, 

and this relationship error or deception continued into the 

1901 Census. 

1901 Census entry for the Stenson household at 4 House Back of 84 Pope Street 

The same family group, then living in Pope Street, is set out 

in the extract from the 1901 census enumerator’s log book 

shown above. John (Hurst) Stenson was described as a 

brewer’s labourer (aged 45, should be 63!), and his nephew 

William as a lithographic printer. Sarah Stenson died later in 
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the same year, but John Hurst Stenson lived until early in 

1906, when he died, aged seventy, and was buried in 

Birmingham’s municipal cemetery at Witton. 

John’s married life, from 1871 on, is also somewhat of a 

mystery. What happened to his wife Martha? Why did John 

move in with his nephew William Stenson and William’s 

unmarried mother Sarah? And why did John persist in 

describing himself as married even twenty years after his wife 

had disappeared? As yet, these questions remain unanswered. 

 

The next chapter moves back another generation and focuses 

on the lives of Alice Stenson’s great grandparents and their 

children.  
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Chapter 5 

Alice Stenson’s great grandparents 

and great grand-uncles 

Alice’s grandfather was William Joseph Stenson and his 

parents were William Stenson and Mary Catherine (née 

Taylor)—Alice’s great grandparents. 

William Stenson 1772-1846 

William Stenson, the son of William and Mary Stenson, was 

born in 1772, and christened on 13 July of that year in Aston-

on-Trent, Derbyshire. In the 1790s he married Mary 

Catherine Taylor, probably in Ashbourne, Derbyshire (his 

wife’s home parish) or in Aston-on-Trent (his own parish). 

However, no record of the marriage has yet been found. Mary 

Catherine was about the same age as William and was born in 

Ashbourne, the daughter of Joseph Taylor and Sarah Lacy. 

Between 1796 and 1812 William and Mary had at least five 

children, all boys, the youngest four were christened at the 

parish church in Aston-on-Trent. At some point, probably 

before 1821, William and his wife and some members of the 
family moved to Birmingham. Their son William Joseph, 

married a Birmingham girl in 1821, and the 1835 edition of 

the Directory of Birmingham, published by Wrightson & 

Webb, shows William (senior) of Aston Road, Nechells as a 

‘horse and cow doctor’. In 1838 the Rate Book for the west 

side of Aston Road names the owner of William’s home as 

one James Allport. His property is described as ‘House / 

Front Kitchen’ (see image over page) and had a rateable 

value of £6-13s-4d  
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The 1841 Census described William as a farrier, living with 

his wife Mary at the same address. This was in early June 

1841, but Mary died six months later: she was buried on 4 

January 1842 in the graveyard of St Mary’s Church in 

Whittall Street. William lived only another five years. He had 

moved to an address in Weaman Street, between Bath Street 

and Steelhouse Lane, and was buried, aged seventy-five, on 

9 November 1846 in the graveyard of St Philip’s Church. 

William and Mary Catherine’s children (grand-

uncles of Alice Stenson) 

William Stenson and his wife Mary Catherine had five known 

children, all male, the eldest born in 1796 and the youngest in 

1812.5 One of the children died when he was only one week 

old. 

                                                           

5 Although no records have yet been found of children born to 

William and Mary Catherine between 1804 and 1811, it does seem 

likely they had at least one child in this seven-year period. 

Part of Rates Book for Aston Road in 1838. William Stenson is the second entry. 
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William Joseph Stenson c. 1796-1838 

William Joseph was named William after his father (William 

Stenson), and Joseph after his mother’s father (Joseph 

Taylor). William Joseph’s life is described in detail in 

chapter 4. 

John (Hirst/Hurst) Stenson 1798-1836 

John Stenson was born in Aston-on-Trent, Derbyshire in 
February 1798 and christened a few days later, 23 February, 

at All Saints, the parish church. On 6 February 1820, at 

Aston-on-Trent, he married Eliza Minton. He died in 1836, 

aged 38, at an address in Byrom Street, Manchester, and was 

buried on 5 June 1836 at All Saints Church, Manchester. 

Robert Smailes Stenson 1804-? 

Robert Stenson was born in September 1804 also in Aston-

on-Trent and was christened at All Saints Church soon 

afterwards (25 September 1804). He was named after his 

mother’s brother, Robert Smailes Taylor (born in Ashbourne, 

Derbyshire in 1771). Unfortunately no further information on 

Robert Smailes Stenson has emerged. 

Charles Lacy Stenson (1) 1811-1811 

Charles Lacy Stenson was born in November 1811 in Aston-

on-Trent, Derbyshire and christened a few days later (27 

November 1811) at the parish church. His middle name Lacy 

was his grandmother Sarah Taylor’s maiden surname.6 Baby 

Charles survived only a few days, and was buried in the 

graveyard of the same church on 4 December 1811. 

  
                                                           
6
  Sarah Lacy is identified with * on the chart on page 58. 
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Entry in Aston-on-Trent parish register for 1812: 
‘Dec 10  Charles Lacey son of Wm & Mary Catharne Stenson’ 

Charles Lacy Stenson (2) 1812-1891 

Twelve months after the death of baby Charles Lacy, William 

and Mary Catherine had another son, to whom they gave the 

same name. This Charles Lacy was born early in December 

1812 and christened a few days later (10 December 1812) at 

All Saints Church, Aston-on-Trent. 

Thirty-six years later, in 1838, Charles Lacy married Ann 

Williams at the parish church in Kings Norton, then a small 

village south of Birmingham. By the time of the 1841 Census, 

Charles Lacy and his wife were living near the centre of 

Birmingham and had two children: Catherine Henley 

Stenson, aged two years (born 1 January 1839), and Ann 

Henley Stenson, aged five months (born 12 January 1841). 

Both children were christened at St Philip’s Church. The 

family address was St George Street, and Charles was 

described as a carpenter and joiner. 

Then, on 15 July 1849, Charles and Ann had another child. 

She was christened Selina Stenson at St Philip’s Church on 

30 July 1849. The family was still in George Street in the 

Jewellery Quarter and Charles was again described as a 

carpenter. 

Two years later, the census enumerated Charles, a carpenter, 

his wife Ann and their three daughters (aged 11, 9, and 1 

year) in Wheeler Street, just north of New John Street West, 
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The Babington family in the 1861 Census for Newington St Mary. 

in St George’s parish. The family was still at this address (21 

Wheeler Street) ten years later, when the 1861 Census was 

taken. Now Charles was described as a provisions dealer—

quite a change! By this time, the eldest child, Catherine 

Henley Stenson was no longer at home: she had married 

William Babington, an engraver, twenty-seven years her 

senior, in November 1855 at St Mary’s Church, Moseley 
(Birmingham). By 1861, William and Catherine had moved 

south, to Newington St Mary in Surrey. The 1861 Census 

(below) listed them with four children. 

Ten years later, the Babingtons and their growing family 

(eight children) were living in Camberwell, and by 1881 

another three children had been born, a family of six girls and 

five boys. Like their father, several of the boys worked in the 

manufacture of jewellery. One was an engraver, another a 
medieval engraver, and another a silver chaser. William died 

aged 73 in 1885, and six years later the 1891 Census 

enumerated widow Catherine living in Boyson Road, 

Newington with her three youngest children: Nellie (age 19), 

Lilian (13) and Ernest (11). Catherine herself died aged fifty-

two only a few months after the 1891 Census. 

Meanwhile, back in Birmingham, Charles Lacy and Ann 

Stenson’s two younger children becoming adults. The 1871 

Census showed that Selina Stenson now aged 22, was still at 

home with her parents at 41 St George Street, but she had 

married—in December 1870—to Robert Burns, a packing 
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Entry for John Wallis in the National Probate Calendar, July 1875. 

case maker, and had a two-year-old son, Robert Albert Burns. 

Selina’s older sister Ann Henley Stenson was no longer living 

at home. Seven months earlier, in August 1870, she had 

married John Wallis, a gun-maker, and settled in Camberwell, 

Surrey, not far from her sister Catherine and brother-in-law 

William Babington. 

In the summer of 1873, Charles Lacy’s wife Ann died, aged 
sixty-two, and by the next census, in 1881, sixty-eight-year-

old Charles’s occupation was described as ‘Carpenter, out of 

employment’. Still living with him were his married daughter 

Selina Burns and her three children: Robert (12), William (9), 

and Ada (5). Ominously, the census enumerator inscribed the 

following note against his log book entry for Selina: ‘husband 

left’! 

Down in Surrey, by 1881 Ann Henley Wallis née Stenson 

was living on her own. Her husband John had passed away in 

June 1875, aged only thirty-eight. The National Probate 

Calendar showed that John left his entire estate (worth under 

£1000) to Ann. 

The 1890 electoral roll for Walworth, Surrey lists Ann 

Henley Wallis as a voter at 108 Boyson Road, the address 

where her husband had died fifteen years earlier. She 

qualified to vote by virtue of her ownership of the house in 

which she was living. 

The following year, 1891, proved even more tragic for this 

branch of the Stenson family. The head of the family, Charles 
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Lacy Stenson died early in the year, aged seventy-eight. His 

death was registered in Camberwell, Surrey, where he had 

probably been staying with one of his daughters. Six months 

later, the older of those daughters, the widowed Catherine 

Henley Babington, aged fifty-two, died. The other daughters 

lived on for several years. By 1901 Selina Burns, aged fifty-

two was an inmate of the All Saints District City Asylum in 
Winson Green, Birmingham. She died just prior to the 1911 

Census, aged sixty-two. Her widowed elder sister Ann 

Henley Wallis remained at 108 Boyson Road, in Newington, 

Surrey, where she was enumerated in the 1891 and 1901 

censuses, and in 1911 she was recorded aged seventy, 

occupying two rooms at 98 Grosvenor Terrace, Walworth, 

Newington. Also in that year Ann was included on the 

electoral roll because she was the owner of the property. Ann 

Henley Wallis née Stenson died aged seventy-three at the end 

of 1914, just after the outbreak of the Great War. The death 

was registered in the Southwark Registration District, which 

includes Newington. 

Ann Henley Wallis’s death in 1914 marked the end of this 

Stenson line. Of Charles Lacy Stenson and his wife Ann’s 

fourteen grandchildren ten had the surname Babington 

(Catherine Henley’s married name), and four had the surname 

Burns (Selina’s married name). Ann Henley herself had no 

children. 

 

This description of the life of William Stenson, born 1772, 

and his wife and children brings the Stenson story to a 

close—at least for now.   
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Chapter 6 

Some thoughts on the Stensons 

In the previous five chapters I have traced our Stenson roots 

back through seven generations to the first half of the 

eighteenth century, to a William Stenson from Derbyshire, 
born around 1745. Doing so solved the mystery of the name 

Lac(e)y, used persistently as a given name in the Stenson line 

for more than one hundred years from Charles Lacey Stenson 

through to Arthur Lacey Stenson. On the other hand, the 

origin of the name Smailes which appears after Robert, also 

for more than a hundred years, from Robert Smailes Taylor to 

Robert Smailes Stenson (1771 to 1898) is still a mystery. 

To follow Stenson ancestry further back before William in 

1745, may eventually be possible, but at present the research 

would involve too much speculation and too little hard 

evidence. 

So what can be said of our Stenson family? 

The Stenson family originated in Derbyshire. Their surname 

Stenson probably came from the name of the village of 

Stenson in the parish of Barrow-on-Trent. The first family 

record in this study, in the mid eighteenth century, is a 

christening in the rural parish of Aston-on-Trent, a few miles 

southeast of Derby. 

The countryside was dedicated mainly to mixed farming, crop 

growing, dairy farming and the raising of livestock. The 
Stensons owned neither land nor property. The men probably 

worked as ‘ag labs’—agricultural labourers. 
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The family was still living in Aston-on-Trent in 1812, when 

their youngest son Charles Lacy Stenson was born. By the 

time their eldest son William Joseph Stenson was married, in 

1821, the family had moved to Birmingham. The move was 

likely prompted by the ready availability of jobs in what was 

then a rapidly growing industrial town. 

Once they became established there, the younger members of 
the Stenson family worked in jobs related to the jewellery 

trade and instrument manufacture. They set up home in or 

near the western area of inner Birmingham which later 

became known as the Jewellery Quarter. 

The Jewellery Trade clustered round the Vyse Street 
district in the early days mainly because it was a 
favourite district of residence for members of the 
Jewish fraternity. These old Jewish families were the 
founders of the modern jewellery trade of Birmingham 
and they encouraged the manufacturers to set up in 
businesses nearby. 

The Jewellery Quarter: History and Guide 

by Marie Haddleton, YBA Publications, 1987, p. 22. 

Some of the Stensons spent their days in workshops in the 

premises of companies such as John Rabone (instrument 

makers) or the many jewellery businesses in and around Vyse 

Street. Other Stensons, men and women, worked from home. 

One branch of the family, led by Albert Stenson (born Albert 

Hughes 1859), emigrated to Canada, where a number of his 

descendants still live. 

Another branch, headed by Charles Lacy Stenson junior (born 

1863) moved to Sheffield where he was employed as a fine 

art metal worker. His younger brother Robert Smailes 
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Stenson (born 1865) moved to Islington, London where he 

worked in a number of different trades during his working 

life. 

Like most working class families at that time, the Stensons 

suffered the usual domestic tragedies: premature deaths of 

their infants and children, deaths in adulthood brought on by 

poor nutrition and poor hygiene. But family life in the 
Stenson household was also badly affected by the 

consequences of excessive alcohol consumption. Several 

members of the Stenson family suffered from drink-related 

problems. Indeed in the nineteenth century the problem 

caused a serious rift between those who drank to excess and 

those who did not. After this the two sides of the family had 

little to do with each other. 

 

So this is the end of the Stenson story at present. We know 

that the parents of William Stenson, born 1772, were named 

William Stenson and Mary but to date we cannot trace back 

the Stenson origins beyond that point with any certainty. 

When more records come to light, I hope we will be able to 

add at least one more generation to the story. 

John Ball 
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Above and opposite: Detail from 1893 street plan of Birmingham 

(from the Comprehensive Gazetteer of England and Wales) 

1. Osler St 2. Bellefield Rd 3. General Infirmary 14. Dudley Rd Sch 
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  4. Pope St 5. Garbett St  6 Ledsham St 7. St Mark’s Ch 

  8. George St 9. Warstone Ln   10. Charlotte St   11. Brearley St 

12. Vyse St   13. Newhall Hill  
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